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Chain Length Calculation
The following equation may be used to determine the chain length required for any two-sprocket drive.

L = 2C + N + n + .1013 (N – n)02 or substituting A for .1013 (N – n)02, L = 2C + N + n + A
2 4C 4 2 C

where:
C = Shaft Center Distance in pitches,
L = Length of chain in pitches,
N = Number of teeth in larger sprocket,
n = Number of teeth in smaller sprocket,
π = 3.1416,
A = Value from table below tabulated for values of N-n,
P = Pitch of chain.

NOTE: The method described with above table of constants is sufficiently accurate for practically all commercial chain drives.
When, however, a high degree of precision is necessary, especially if the drive is vertical, the following formula is useful in deter-
mining the exact centers for chain length already determined.

Calculation of shaft centers
The following formula is useful in determining the
approximate centers in inches for chain lengths
in pitches already determined.

1 .03 32 25.94 63 100.54 94 223.82 125 395.79 156 616.44
2 .10 33 27.58 64 103.75 95 228.61 126 402.14 157 624.37
3 .23 34 29.28 65 107.02 96 233.44 127 408.55 158 632.35
4 .41 35 31.03 66 110.34 97 238.33 128 415.01 159 640.38
5 .63 36 32.83 67 113.71 98 243.27 129 421.52 160 648.46
6 .91 37 34.68 68 117.13 99 248.26 130 428.08 161 656.59
7 1.24 38 36.58 69 120.60 100 253.30 131 434.69 162 664.77
8 1.62 39 38.53 70 124.12 101 258.39 132 441.36 163 673.00
9 2.05 40 40.53 71 127.69 102 263.54 133 448.07 164 681.28

10 2.53 41 42.58 72 131.31 103 268.73 134 454.83 165 689.62
11 3.06 42 44.68 73 134.99 104 273.97 135 461.64 166 698.00
12 3.65 43 46.84 74 138.71 105 279.27 136 468.51 167 706.44
13 4.28 44 49.04 75 142.48 106 284.67 137 475.42 168 714.92
14 4.96 45 51.29 76 146.31 107 290.01 138 482.39 169 723.46
15 5.70 46 53.60 77 150.18 108 295.45 139 489.41 170 732.05
16 6.48 47 55.95 78 154.11 109 300.95 140 496.47 171 740.68
17 7.32 48 58.36 79 158.09 110 306.50 141 503.59 172 749.37
18 8.21 49 60.82 80 162.11 111 312.09 142 510.76 173 758.11
19 9.14 50 63.33 81 166.19 112 317.74 143 517.98 174 766.90
20 10.13 51 65.88 82 170.32 113 323.44 144 525.25 175 775.74
21 11.17 52 68.49 83 174.50 114 329.19 145 532.57 176 784.63
22 12.26 53 71.15 84 178.73 115 334.99 146 539.94 177 793.57
23 13.40 54 73.86 85 183.01 116 340.84 147 547.36 178 802.57
24 14.59 55 76.62 86 187.34 117 346.75 148 554.83 179 811.61
25 15.83 56 79.44 87 191.73 118 352.70 149 562.36 180 820.70
26 17.12 57 82.30 88 196.16 119 358.70 150 569.93 181 829.85
27 18.47 58 85.21 89 200.64 120 364.76 151 577.56 182 839.04
28 19.86 59 88.17 90 205.18 121 370.86 152 585.23 183 848.29
29 21.30 60 91.19 91 209.76 122 377.02 153 592.96 184 857.58
30 22.80 61 94.25 92 214.40 123 383.22 154 600.73 185 866.93
31 24.34 62 97.37 93 219.08 124 389.48 155 608.56

Values of A For Chain Length Calculation
N-n A N-n A N-n A N-n A N-n A N-n A

CENTER DISTANCE

C = P { 2L – N – n + �(2L – N – n)2 – 0.810 (N – n)2}8



E-169

Chain Drive
Engineering

SP
RO

CK
ET

S

1 0.0313 0.0417 0.0521 0.0625 0.0833 0.1042 0.1250 0.1458 0.1667 0.2083 0.2500
2 .0625 .0833 .1042 .1250 .1667 .2083 .2500 .2917 .3333 .4167 .5000
3 .0938 .1250 .1563 .1875 .2500 .3125 .3750 .4375 .5000 .6250 .7500
4 .1250 .1667 .2083 .2500 .3333 .4167 .5000 .5833 .6667 .8333 1.0000
5 .1563 .2083 .2604 .3125 .4167 .5208 .6250 .7292 .8333 1.0417 1.2500
6 .1875 .2500 .3125 .3750 .5000 .6250 .7500 .8750 1.0000 1.2500 1.5000
7 .2188 .2917 .3646 .4375 .5833 .7292 .8750 1.0208 1.1667 1.4583 1.7500
8 .2500 .3333 .4167 .5000 .6667 .8333 1.0000 1.1667 1.3333 1.6667 2.0000
9 .2813 .3750 .4688 .5625 .7500 .9375 1.1250 1.3125 1.5000 1.8750 2.2500

10 .3125 .4167 .5208 .6250 .8333 1.0417 1.2500 1.4583 1.6667 2.0833 2.5000
11 .3438 .4584 .5729 .6875 .9167 1.1459 1.3750 1.6041 1.8333 2.9217 2.7500
12 .3750 .5000 .6250 .7500 1.0000 1.2500 1.5000 1.7500 2.000 2.5000 3.0000
13 .4063 .5417 .6771 .8125 1.0833 1.3542 1.6250 1.8958 2.1667 2.7083 3.2500
14 .4375 .5833 .7292 .8750 1.1667 1.4583 1.7500 2.0417 2.3333 2.9167 3.5000
15 .4688 .6250 .7813 .9375 1.2500 1.5625 1.8750 2.1875 2.5000 3.1250 3.7500
16 .5000 .6667 .8333 1.0000 1.3333 1.6667 2.0000 2.3333 2.6667 3.3333 4.0000
17 .5313 .7084 .8854 1.0625 1.4167 1.7709 2.1250 2.4791 2.8333 3.5417 4.2500
18 .5625 .7500 .9375 1.1250 1.5000 1.8750 2.2500 2.6250 3.0000 3.7500 4.5000
19 .5938 .7917 .9896 1.1875 1.5833 1.9792 2.3750 2.7708 3.1667 3.9583 4.7500
20 .6250 .8333 1.0417 1.2500 1.6667 2.0833 2.5000 2.9167 3.3333 4.1667 5.0000
21 .6563 .8750 1.0938 1.3125 1.7500 2.1875 2.6250 3.0625 3.5000 4.3750 5.2500
22 .6875 .9167 1.1458 1.3750 1.8333 2.2917 2.7500 3.2083 3.6667 4.5833 5.5000
23 .7188 .9584 1.1979 1.4375 1.9166 2.3959 2.8750 3.3541 3.8333 4.7917 5.7500
24 .7500 1.0000 1.2500 1.5000 2.0000 2.5000 3.0000 3.5000 4.0000 5.0000 6.0000
25 .7813 1.0417 1.3021 1.5625 2.0833 2.6042 3.1250 3.6458 4.1667 5.2083 6.2500
26 .8125 1.0833 1.3541 1.6250 2.1667 2.7083 3.2500 3.7917 4.3333 5.3167 6.5000
27 .8438 1.1250 1.4062 1.6875 2.2500 2.8125 3.3750 3.9375 4.5000 5.6250 6.7500
28 .8750 1.1667 1.4583 1.7500 2.3333 2.9167 3.5000 4.0833 4.6667 5.8333 7.0000
29 .9063 1.2084 1.5104 1.8125 2.4167 3.0209 3.6250 4.2291 4.8333 6.0417 7.2500
30 .9375 1.2500 1.5625 1.8750 2.5000 3.1250 3.7500 4.3750 5.0000 6.2500 7.5000
31 .9688 1.2917 1.6146 1.9375 2.5833 3.2292 3.8750 4.5208 5.1667 6.4583 7.7500
32 1.0000 1.3333 1.6667 2.0000 2.6667 3.3333 4.0000 4.6667 5.3333 6.6667 8.0000
33 1.0313 1.3750 1.7188 2.0625 2.7500 3.4375 4.1250 4.8125 5.5000 6.8750 8.2500
34 1.0625 1.4167 1.7708 2.1250 2.8333 3.5417 4.2500 4.9583 5.6667 7.0833 8.5000
35 1.0938 1.4584 1.8229 2.1875 2.9167 3.6459 4.3750 5.1041 5.8333 7.2917 8.7500
36 1.1250 1.5000 1.8750 2.2500 3.0000 3.7500 4.5000 5.2500 6.0000 7.5000 9.0000
37 1.1563 1.5417 1.9271 2.3125 3.0833 3.8542 4.6250 5.3958 6.1667 7.7083 9.2500
38 1.1875 1.5833 1.9791 2.3750 3.1667 3.9583 4.7500 5.5417 6.3333 7.9167 9.5000
39 1.2188 1.6250 2.0312 2.4375 3.2500 4.0625 4.8750 5.0875 6.5000 8.1250 9.7500
40 1.2500 1.6667 2.0833 2.5000 3.3333 4.1667 5.0000 5.8333 6.6667 8.3333 10.0000
41 1.2813 1.7084 2.1354 2.5625 3.4167 4.2709 5.1250 5.9791 6.8333 8.5417 10.2500
42 1.3125 1.7500 2.1875 2.6250 3.5000 4.3750 5.2500 6.1250 7.0000 8.7500 10.5000
43 1.3438 1.7917 2.2396 2.6875 3.5833 4.4792 5.3750 6.2708 7.1667 8.9583 10.7500
44 1.3750 1.8333 2.2916 2.7500 3.6667 4.5833 5.5000 6.4167 7.3333 9.1667 11.0000
45 1.4063 1.8750 2.3437 2.8125 3.7500 4.6875 5.6250 6.5625 7.5000 9.3750 11.2500
46 1.4375 1.9167 2.3958 2.8750 3.8333 4.7917 5.7500 6.7083 7.6667 9.5833 11.5000
47 1.4688 1.9584 2.4479 2.9375 3.9167 4.8959 5.8750 6.8541 7.8333 9.7917 11.7500
48 1.5000 2.0000 2.5000 3.0000 4.0000 5.0000 6.0000 7.0000 8.0000 10.0000 12.0000
49 1.5313 2.0417 2.5521 3.0625 4.0833 5.1042 6.1250 7.1458 8.1667 10.0283 12.2500
50 1.5625 2.0833 2.6042 3.1250 4.1667 5.2083 6.2500 7.2917 8.3333 10.4167 12.5000
51 1.5938 2.1250 2.6563 3.1875 4.2500 5.3125 6.3750 7.4375 8.5000 10.6250 12.7500
52 1.6250 2.1667 2.7083 3.2500 4.3333 5.4167 6.5000 7.5833 8.6667 10.8333 13.0000
53 1.6563 2.2084 2.7604 3.3125 4.4167 5.5209 6.6250 7.7291 8.8333 11.0417 13.2500
54 1.6875 2.2500 2.8125 3.3750 4.5000 5.6250 6.7500 7.8750 9.0000 11.2500 13.5000
55 1.7188 2.2917 2.8647 3.4375 4.5833 5.7292 6.8750 8.0208 9.1667 11.4583 13.7500
56 1.7500 2.3333 2.9167 3.5000 4.6667 5.8333 7.0000 8.1667 9.3333 11.6667 14.0000
57 1.7813 2.3750 2.9688 3.5625 4.7500 5.9375 7.1250 8.3125 9.5000 11.8750 14.2500
58 1.8125 2.4167 3.0208 3.6250 4.8333 6.0417 7.2500 8.4583 9.6667 12.0833 14.5000
59 1.8438 2.4584 3.0729 3.6875 4.1967 6.1459 7.3750 8.6041 9.8333 12.2917 14.7500
60 1.8750 2.5000 3.1250 3.7500 5.0000 6.2500 7.5000 8.7500 10.0000 12.5000 15.0000
61 1.9063 2.5417 3.1771 3.8125 5.0833 6.3542 7.6250 8.8958 10.1667 12.7083 15.2500
62 1.9375 2.5833 3.2292 3.8750 5.1667 6.4583 7.7500 9.0417 10.3333 12.9167 15.5000
63 1.9688 2.6250 3.2813 3.9375 5.2500 6.5625 7.8750 9.1875 10.5000 13.1250 15.7500
64 2.0000 2.6667 3.3333 4.0000 5.3333 6.6667 8.0000 9.3333 10.6667 13.3333 16.0000
65 2.0313 2.7084 3.3854 4.0625 5.4167 6.7709 8.1250 9.4791 10.8333 13.5417 16.2500
66 2.0625 2.7500 3.4375 4.1250 5.5000 6.8750 8.2500 9.6250 11.0000 13.7500 16.5000
67 2.0938 2.7917 3.4897 4.1875 5.5833 6.9792 8.3750 9.7708 11.1667 13.9583 16.7500
68 2.1250 2.8333 3.5417 4.2500 5.6667 7.0883 8.5000 9.9167 11.3333 14.1667 17.0000
69 2.1563 2.8750 3.5938 4.3125 5.7500 7.1875 8.6250 10.0625 11.5000 14.3750 17.2500
70 2.1875 2.9167 3.6458 4.3750 5.8333 7.2917 8.7500 10.2083 11.6667 14.5833 17.5000
71 2.2188 2.9584 3.6979 4.4375 5.9167 7.3959 8.8750 10.3541 11.8333 14.7917 17.7500
72 2.2500 3.0000 3.7500 4.5000 6.0000 7.5000 9.0000 10.5000 12.0000 15.0000 18.0000
73 2.2813 3.0417 3.8021 4.5625 6.0833 7.6042 9.1250 10.6458 12.1667 15.2083 18.2500
74 2.3125 3.0833 3.8541 4.6250 6.1667 7.7083 9.2500 10.7917 12.3333 15.4167 18.5000
75 2.3438 3.1250 3.9062 4.6875 6.2500 7.8125 9.3750 10.9375 12.5000 15.6250 18.7500
80 2.5000 3.3333 4.1667 5.0000 6.6667 8.3333 10.0000 11.6667 13.3333 16.6667 20.0000
85 2.6563 3.5417 4.4271 5.3125 7.0833 8.8542 10.6250 12.3958 14.1667 17.7083 21.2500
90 2.8125 3.7500 4.6875 5.6250 7.5000 9.3750 11.2500 13.1250 15.0000 18.7500 22.5000
95 2.9688 3.9584 4.9479 5.9375 7.9167 9.8959 11.8750 13.8541 15.8333 19.7917 23.7500

100 3.1250 4.1667 5.2083 6.2500 8.3333 10.4167 12.5000 14.5833 16.6667 20.8333 25.0000
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No.
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Speed Ratios For Sprocket Combinations
Driver Sprocket Teeth

9 1.00
10 1.11 1.00
11 1.22 1.10 1.00
12 1.33 1.20 1.09 1.00
13 1.44 1.30 1.18 1.08 1.00
14 1.56 1.40 1.27 1.17 1.08 1.00
15 1.67 1.50 1.36 1.25 1.15 1.07 1.00
16 1.78 1.60 1.45 1.33 1.23 1.14 1.07 1.00
17 1.89 1.70 1.55 1.42 1.31 1.21 1.13 1.06 1.00
18 2.00 1.80 1.64 1.50 1.38 1.29 1.20 1.13 1.06 1.00
19 2.11 1.90 1.73 1.58 1.46 1.36 1.27 1.19 1.12 1.06 1.00
20 2.22 2.00 1.82 1.67 1.54 1.43 1.33 1.25 1.18 1.11 1.05 1.00
21 2.33 2.10 1.91 1.75 1.61 1.50 1.40 1.31 1.23 1.17 1.10 1.05 1.00
22 2.44 2.20 2.00 1.83 1.69 1.57 1.47 1.38 1.29 1.22 1.16 1.10 1.05 1.00
23 2.56 2.30 2.09 1.92 1.77 1.64 1.53 1.44 1.35 1.28 1.21 1.15 1.09 1.04 1.00
24 2.67 2.40 2.18 2.00 1.85 1.71 1.60 1.50 1.41 1.33 1.26 1.20 1.14 1.09 1.04 1.00
25 2.78 2.50 2.27 2.08 1.92 1.79 1.67 1.56 1.47 1.39 1.32 1.25 1.19 1.14 1.09 1.04 1.00
26 2.89 2.60 2.36 2.17 2.00 1.86 1.73 1.63 1.53 1.45 1.37 1.30 1.24 1.18 1.13 1.08 1.04 1.00
27 3.00 2.70 2.45 2.25 2.08 1.93 1.80 1.69 1.59 1.50 1.42 1.35 1.29 1.23 1.17 1.12 1.08 1.04
28 3.11 2.80 2.54 2.33 2.15 2.00 1.87 1.75 1.65 1.56 1.47 1.40 1.33 1.27 1.22 1.17 1.12 1.08
29 3.22 2.90 2.64 2.42 2.23 2.07 1.93 1.81 1.71 1.61 1.53 1.45 1.38 1.32 1.26 1.21 1.16 1.12
30 3.33 3.00 2.73 2.50 2.31 2.14 2.00 1.88 1.76 1.67 1.58 1.50 1.43 1.36 1.31 1.25 1.20 1.15
31 3.44 3.10 2.82 2.58 2.38 2.21 2.07 1.94 1.82 1.72 1.63 1.55 1.48 1.41 1.35 1.29 1.24 1.19
32 3.56 3.20 2.91 2.67 2.46 2.28 2.13 2.00 1.88 1.78 1.68 1.60 1.52 1.45 1.39 1.33 1.28 1.23
33 3.67 3.30 3.00 2.75 2.54 2.36 2.20 2.06 1.94 1.83 1.74 1.65 1.57 1.50 1.43 1.38 1.32 1.27
34 3.78 3.40 3.09 2.83 2.62 2.43 2.27 2.13 2.00 1.89 1.79 1.70 1.62 1.55 1.48 1.42 1.36 1.31
35 3.89 3.50 3.18 2.92 2.69 2.50 2.33 2.19 2.06 1.95 1.84 1.75 1.67 1.59 1.52 1.46 1.40 1.34
36 4.00 3.60 3.27 3.00 2.77 2.57 2.40 2.25 2.12 2.00 1.89 1.80 1.71 1.63 1.57 1.50 1.44 1.38
37 4.11 3.70 3.36 3.08 2.85 2.64 2.47 2.31 2.18 2.06 1.95 1.85 1.76 1.68 1.61 1.54 1.48 1.42
38 4.22 3.80 3.45 3.17 2.92 2.71 2.53 2.38 2.24 2.11 2.00 1.90 1.81 1.73 1.65 1.58 1.52 1.46
39 4.33 3.90 3.55 3.25 3.00 2.79 2.60 2.44 2.29 2.17 2.05 1.95 1.86 1.77 1.70 1.63 1.56 1.50
40 4.44 4.00 3.64 3.33 3.08 2.86 2.67 2.50 2.35 2.22 2.10 2.00 1.90 1.82 1.74 1.67 1.60 1.54
41 4.56 4.10 3.73 3.42 3.15 2.93 2.73 2.56 2.41 2.28 2.16 2.05 1.95 1.86 1.78 1.71 1.64 1.58
42 4.67 4.20 3.82 3.50 3.23 3.00 2.80 2.63 2.47 2.34 2.21 2.10 2.00 1.91 1.83 1.75 1.68 1.61
43 4.78 4.30 3.91 3.58 3.31 3.07 2.87 2.69 2.53 2.39 2.26 2.15 2.05 1.95 1.87 1.79 1.72 1.65
44 4.89 4.40 4.00 3.67 3.39 3.14 2.93 2.75 2.59 2.44 2.32 2.20 2.10 2.00 1.91 1.83 1.76 1.69
45 5.00 4.50 4.09 3.75 3.46 3.21 3.00 2.81 2.65 2.50 2.37 2.25 2.14 2.04 1.96 1.88 1.80 1.73
46 5.11 4.60 4.18 3.83 3.54 3.29 3.07 2.88 2.71 2.56 2.42 2.30 2.19 2.09 2.00 1.92 1.84 1.77
47 5.22 4.70 4.27 3.92 3.62 3.36 3.13 2.94 2.76 2.61 2.47 2.35 2.24 2.14 2.04 1.96 1.88 1.81
48 5.33 4.80 4.36 4.00 3.69 3.43 3.20 3.00 2.82 2.67 2.52 2.40 2.28 2.18 2.09 2.00 1.92 1.84
49 5.44 4.90 4.45 4.08 3.77 3.50 3.27 3.06 2.88 2.72 2.58 2.45 2.33 2.23 2.13 2.04 1.96 1.88
50 5.56 5.00 4.55 4.17 3.85 3.57 3.33 3.13 2.94 2.78 2.63 2.50 2.38 2.27 2.17 2.08 2.00 1.92
51 5.67 5.10 4.64 4.25 3.92 3.64 3.40 3.19 3.00 2.83 2.68 2.55 2.43 2.32 2.22 2.13 2.04 1.96
52 5.78 5.20 4.73 4.33 4.00 3.71 3.47 3.25 3.06 2.89 2.74 2.60 2.48 2.36 2.26 2.17 2.08 2.00
53 5.89 5.30 4.82 4.42 4.08 3.79 3.53 3.31 3.12 2.94 2.79 2.65 2.52 2.41 2.30 2.21 2.12 2.04
54 6.00 5.40 4.91 4.50 4.15 3.86 3.60 3.38 3.18 3.00 2.84 2.70 2.57 2.45 2.35 2.25 2.16 2.07
55 6.11 5.50 5.00 4.58 4.23 3.93 3.67 3.44 3.24 3.06 2.90 2.75 2.62 2.50 2.39 2.29 2.20 2.12
56 6.22 5.60 5.09 4.67 4.31 4.00 3.73 3.50 3.29 3.11 2.95 2.80 2.67 2.55 2.43 2.33 2.24 2.15
57 6.33 5.70 5.18 4.75 4.38 4.07 3.80 3.56 3.35 3.17 3.00 2.85 2.71 2.59 2.48 2.38 2.28 2.19
58 6.44 5.80 5.27 4.83 4.46 4.14 3.87 3.63 3.41 3.22 3.05 2.90 2.76 2.64 2.52 2.42 2.32 2.23
59 6.56 5.90 5.36 4.92 4.54 4.21 3.93 3.69 3.47 3.28 3.11 2.95 2.81 2.68 2.57 2.46 2.36 2.27
60 6.67 6.00 5.45 5.00 4.61 4.28 4.00 3.75 3.53 3.34 3.16 3.00 2.86 2.72 2.61 2.50 2.40 2.30
68 7.55 6.80 6.18 5.66 5.23 4.86 4.54 4.25 4.00 3.78 3.58 3.40 3.24 3.09 2.96 2.84 2.72 2.61
70 7.78 7.00 6.36 5.83 5.38 5.00 4.67 4.38 4.12 3.89 3.68 3.50 3.33 3.18 3.05 2.92 2.80 2.69
72 8.00 7.20 6.54 6.00 5.54 5.14 4.80 4.50 4.24 4.00 3.79 3.60 3.43 3.27 3.13 3.00 2.88 2.77
76 6.91 6.33 5.84 5.43 5.07 4.75 4.47 4.23 4.00 3.80 3.62 3.45 3.31 3.17 3.04 2.92
80 7.27 6.66 6.15 5.71 5.34 5.00 4.70 4.45 4.21 4.00 3.81 3.63 3.48 3.34 3.20 3.07
84 7.00 6.46 6.00 5.60 5.25 4.94 4.67 4.42 4.20 4.00 3.81 3.65 3.50 3.36 3.23
95 7.31 6.78 6.33 5.94 5.59 5.28 5.00 4.75 4.52 4.32 4.13 3.96 3.80 3.65
96 7.38 6.85 6.40 6.00 5.64 5.34 5.05 4.80 4.57 4.36 4.18 4.00 3.84 3.69

102 7.28 6.80 6.38 6.00 5.67 5.37 5.10 4.86 4.63 4.44 4.25 4.08 3.92
112 7.00 6.59 6.23 5.89 5.60 5.33 5.08 4.87 4.67 4.48 4.30

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

DR
IV

EN
SP

RO
CK

ET
TE

ET
H

Martin stock sprockets in pitches No. 40 through No. 100 are available with 8 to 60 teeth inclusive and in all common larger sizes for all pitches.


